"I 00 1 


CANDOUR AND „. FORBRARANCE. 


SERMON, 


To a Congregation of Diſſenters 


+ DARWEN, LANCASHIRE, 


* | AND 
\ | | | | 
APPLICABLE TO THE PRESENT STATE OP PARTIES IN 
THIS KINGDOM, 
— 
BY n BARRETT, 
o 
nns 
BLACKBURN: 3 
PRINTED BY ]. WATERWORTH, 3 1 
—— 1795. SER. | . 2 2 i 


PRICE SIXPENCE.] 


* 
* - 
. 
5 : 
* — * 
. 7 
*. c „ 
A 
as . 
* - * 
Ls 
* 
3 
+ 
* * 2 
© 
” 
a 2 
: 
* 
* 
* 
- 
N * - 
4 


— — 


Li we 


ICI ELECTED EVE ELLE EEE LEE YET TTY. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Author is fully ſenſible that the Character of a 
Partizan is more likely to engage the Attention of the 
Public, than that of a Peace-maker, He is alſo well 
aware of the Charge of Imprudence which may, in the 
Opinion of ſome, and perhaps juſtly, be imputed to him, 
for venturing to expoſe himſelf at ſo early a Period f 
Life to the Attacks of Criticifm. Neither of theſe Conſide- | 
rations, however, is of the firſt 83 It was the 
Opinion of Perſons, whoſe Judgment he has Reaſon to 
reſpect, that the Publication might be uſeful in the Neigh= 
bourhood where it was 0 delivered; and he com- 
plied with their Requeſt the more willingly, as it mig hit 
ſhew the pacific Diſpoſitions of the Diſſenters there. 

Indeed @ Spirit of Peace and Union is the beſt 

Ornament of all Deſcriptions of tos. and adds infinitely 
more to the real Strength and Happineſs of a Country, 
than the largeſt Acceſſions of foreign Dominion, or the 
moſt brilliant Viftories, 
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ROMAN S xii. 18. 


« IF IT BE POSSIBLE, AS MUCH AS LIETH IN YOU, LIVE 
PEACEABLY WITH ALL MEN.” 


O UR bleſſed Lord is called the Prince of 
Peace. And whether we contemplate the 
genus of his goſpel, the example of benevo- 
lence which he exhibited, or the ſcope and 
object of his moſt affectionate precepts, We 
' ſhall be convinced that a peaceable temper 
and conduct are eſſential parts in the charac- 
ter of all his true -followers. Exhortations 
to this purpoſe, therefore, are at no times un- 
ſeaſonable, but they are peculiarly neceſſary 
in days of violence and party ſpirit like thoſe 
which we have unhappily witneſſed; when 
neighbourhoods have been, almoſt beyond 
example, embroiled and divided, and when 
men, not only on one ſide but on all ſides, 
have been in danger of making ſhipwreck of 
charity, benevolence, and chriſtian love. It is 
the duty of the miniſters of the goſpel to cry 
aloud and exhort. Chriſtians, love one another; 
by this ſhall all men know that ye are the diſci- 
ples of Jeſus; without it ye cannot be his. 
The ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit 1s 
in the ſight of God of great price. The wil- 
dom that is from above is gentle. Bleſſed 


are the meek, for they ſhall inherit the * 
| 


. 
If it be poſſible, as much as lieth j in you, 10 
peaceably with all men. | 


The chapter from which theſe words are 
taken 1s one of thoſe which contains in itſelf 
ſufficient evidence of the pious and bene vo- 
lent diſpoſition of its author. The language 
of the whole is moſt animated, and affection- 
ate; and the apoſtle concludes a comprehen- 
ſive view of chriſtian duty, by exhorting 
with more than uſual earneſtneſs to brotherly 
love and forgiveneſs. When St. Paul obferves, 
if tt be poſſible, live peaceably with all men, 
he ſeems to intimate that there are ſome per- 
ſons in the world, with whom it may not be 
in our power to maintain a peaceful and 
friendly intercourſe. Such are they who are 
deſtitute of moral and religious principle, 
and who, at the ſame time, have violent and 
ungovernable paſſions. Yet few there are 
who entirely anſwer to this deſcription; Angry 
lions have been known to fall down harmleſs 
before the firm countenance of a man, and 
there are ſome men to be met with in the 
journey of life, who have ſuch celeſtial ſpirits, 
that reprobates either love or ſtand in awe of 
them, Religion, which commands us to live 
peaceably with all men, by no means enjoins 
us to make aſſociates and intimates of all. 
Pavid's delight was in the excellent of the 
earth, and 800d men are the companions of 
thoſe only who fear God. So that whilſt we 
are ready to complain of the ſmall number of 
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our confidential friends, there is no reaſon 
why we ſhould confine ourſelves to the ſame 
narrow limits, in reſpect to thoſe with whom 
we can peaceably and agreeably live. The 
beſt of our friends have imperfections mingled 
with their virtues, and there are few ſo com- 
pletely wicked as to have no valuable quali- 


ties belonging to them. The Apoſtle remarks, 


as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men, and he means to inſinuate, that if 
we would live upon amicable terms with our 
neighbours, a great deal depends upon our- 

ſelves individually. We are apt to ſay, how 
deſirable would it be, that thoſe around us 


were peaceably diſpoſed towards us, not al- 


ways conſidering, how much lies within our 


own breaſts, and follows from our own tem- 
per and conduct, . 


Behold, how a a thing it is for bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity! How much 
of comfort in life depends upon a man's 
houſe and family! And neighbourhoods are 


but larger families deſigned by Providence, 


gradually to extend our benevolence. Hap- 

py is that neighbourhood which abideth 
in peace. No angry litigations, no party 
diviſions take root there; the daily inter- 
courſes of life are not ſuſpended through 
malice or embittered by envy; if one mem- 


ber ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it; in 


difficulty and diſtreſs they adviſe and com- 
fort each other, in proſperity they rejoice to- 


gether; 


„ 


gether; they bear one another's burdens, and 
fo fulfil the law of Chriſt. It is not a trifling 
difference, which ought to diſfolve this peace, 
nor can it be a ſmall guilt to excite; diſcord 
and diviſion here, 


3 Having thus pointed out the import of the 
apoltlc's exhortation, I proceed to mention 
fach means towards the attainment of this 
peaceable ſpirit, as the circumſtances of. the 
times particularly ſuggeſt. _ 


And, firſt of all, let me recommend the 


complete and entire ceſſation of party ſpirit. 
By which I do not mean, that we ſhould have 
no opinions of our own, that we ſhould tamely 
give up thoſe which we have embraced from 
conviction and the force of argument, or that 
we ſhould affect to agree in ſentiments with 
all with whom we converſe, becauſe it is im- 
poſſible for a wiſe and a good man to make 
ſuch a ſacrifice. Beſides, in reality, diffe- 


rence of opinion is no juſt ground for conten- 


tion. We all differ from each other in features 
and in countenance, in ſtature and in taſte. 
And yet theſe differences occaſion no quar- 
rels, and are the ſource of no ill-will, Why 
then ſhould we diſagree about opinions, which 
neceſſarily vary, and are indeed little moe 
than the ta/tes of the mind. By party, ſpirit is 
to be underitood an unreaſonable attachment 
to ſome men, becauſe their ſentimentu a are — 


lar 


6980 
lar to our own, and a ſtrong averſion to the 
perſons of others for a contrary reaſon. It is 
a temper which has ſo little to do with a 
ſteady regard to principle that it is commonly 
found moſt violent, where this is leaſt to be 
depended upon. A raſhneſs of expreſſion 


_ altogether unconnected with reaſoning, and 


a vindictive pleaſure at the misfortunes of 
others are ſtrong evidences of this ſpirit. In- 
fluenced by it, men are led to juſtiky all the 
extra vagancies of the advocates. of their party, 


and to concur in the moſt unwarrantable 


means, for the attainment of their purpoſes. 
Whilft on the other hand they are ready to 
ſuſpect themſelves of lukewarmneſs to their 
own cauſe, unleſs they vilify thoſe who can- 
not enter into their views. They therefore 


ſurvey ſuch continually with a jaundiced eye, 


ſuſpect the motives of their good deeds, and 
believe indiſcriminately every idle rumour to 
their diſadvantage. This is a diſpoſition alto- 
gether unchriſtian in its principle, and moſt 
fatal in its tendency. How many unhallowed 
paſſions has it excited! how many neigh- 
bourhoods has it embroiled ! how many coun- 
tries has it ruined and torn in pieces! Ihe 
page of hiſtory, which deſcribes the ravages 
of party. ſpirit in other times, gives us one 
ſerious leſſon in theſe; that the vices it has 
occaſioned, and the dreadful conſequences it 


has produced, have never been confined to 


one fide. It is our duty, therefore, to ſuſ- 


pect ourſelves individually. In proportion 
B as 
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as men feel themſelves intereſted in the opi- 


nions they form, this ſpirit has a tendency to 


ſpring up. Its growth is rapid, though fre- 
quently unſeen, and envy, hatred, a all 
uncharitableneſs are its fruits. It reverſes the 
maxims of the goſpel. We learn from it to 
dal at others' diſtreſſes and to weep at their 
If therefore we would live peaceably 
05 all men, we muſt guard againſt the en- 
trance of party ſpirit into our hearts. And 
more eſpecially would ] addreſs this exhorta- 
tion to all lovers of their country. A houſe 
divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. By agree- 
ment a ſmall ſtate flouriſhes, by diviſion a 
great one falls to ruin. Oppoſition unnecel- 
farily increaſed by mutual reproaches and 
inſults, both widens the difference in regard 
to opinion, and more than proportionably 
aggravates the fury of all parties, till at length 
they are ready to ſacrifice their country, and 
even themſelves, to the deſire of revenge. 
Hence 'it 1s, that civil wars are, of all others, 
molt bloody during their continuance, and 
the molt dreadful in their conſequences. We 
hear and read of wars, my brethren, but, 
thanks be to God, we ſee them not, nor hear 
their cry in our ſtreets. As good men of all de- 


ſcriptions will repreſs the riſings of party ſpi— 


rit in their own perſons, and mitigate its 
power hy their influence, ſo they will pray 
to the Father of mercies, that he would pre- 
ſerve our land from thoſe horrors, in com- 
pParijan with which famine and peſtilence, 
and 
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and his deſtroying angel, might appear even 


as bleſſings. 


As another means to the attainment of the 
ſpirit recommended by the apoſtle, let us lay 
down this maxim; to attend leſs to thoſe 
things in which we and our brethren differ, 


and more to thoſe in which we all agree. 
Creatures of one God, we have the ſame de- 
pendence upon him. As chriſtians we have 


the ſame heavenly hopes, and as joint inhabi- 
tants of one ſmall portion of this lower world, 


our inferior wants and intereſts greatly coin- 


cide. In God we kve and move and have 
our being. His providence ſupports us, and 
when he withdraws his face, we die and re- 

turn to the duſt from whence we came. Up- 
on ſurveying the various names and parties 
that divide the chriſtian world, we are ſome- 


times ready to deſpair of union and Peace 
amongſt the diſciples of Jeſus. But it is for 


want of conſidering in how many important 
reſpects they all unite, and that theſe are in 


reality the only eſſential parts of religion. 


They all profeſs themſelves ſinners, and 
needing forgiveneſs of Almighty God: they 
worſhip at the throne of the ſame heavenly 
grace. It is equally the belief of all, that the 
love of God and of their neighbour are the 
great commandments of the law, and they 
unite to relt upon this as the ground of their 
conſolation in this world, and hope for ano- 


ther, that Jeſus Chriſt hath aboliſhed death, 
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and brought life and immortality to light, 
and that through the grace of God, he will 
be the author of eternal ſal vation to all that 
obey him. And with reſpect to other ſub- 
jects of contention, which of late have ariſen 
to a moſt alarming height amongſt us, opi- 
nions ſeem to be more diſcordant and oppo- 
fite than they really are. In many inſtances. 
the reſpective parties would agree more near- 
N ly, if they underſtood each other better, the 

ground of their diſpute being perhaps the 
meaning of a word only. And even in cales, 
where this difference is the molt real, it often 
proceeds from extremes, into which both 
ſides have been originally driven by the vio- 
lence of paſſion, and which have ſince been 
defended through the ſpirit of obſtinacy and 
oppoſition, We may ſay to each other, as 
the good Patriarch Abraham did to Lot, Let 
there be no ſtrife between us, for we be bre- 
thren. Does not the ſame land contain and 
ſupport us all? Are we not all affected by its 
proſperity, and ſhould we not be alike cruſn- 
ed in its ruins? Peace and good order are 
our common intereſt: diſſentions and civil 
broils would ſtain us all with blood. The 
infringement of our liberties would be our 
mutual diſgrace, and ſubjection to a foreign 
power alike to be deprecated by us all. 


l add in the third place. In order to ac- 
quire the ſpirit of peaceableneſs, let us keep 
in view continually the conſideration of the 

| over- 
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over-ruling providence of God, and that all 
mankind are but inſtruments in the deſigns 
of his wiſdom. This ſentiment ſhould fur- 


' Niſh matter of perpetual conſolation to good 


men, whether labouring under the. preſſure 
of perſonal injuries and affronts, or feeling 
themſelves too much agitated by the troubles 
and commotions of this world. If indeed it 
were poſſible, that the purpoſes of divine 
goodneſs could ever be counteracted, if ma- 
lice and revenge and the malevolent paſſions 
could in any one inſtance deſtroy the har- 
mony of the univerſe, circumſtances might 
ariſe, in which the inducements to a peace- 
able ſpirit might in vain be urged upon thoſe, 
who are moſt ſincerely concerned for the in⸗ 
tereſts of mankind. There would be nothing 
left to moderate their reſentment againſt the 


workers of iniquity, nor in periods of ſignal 


calamity, could there be any cure for fretful- 
nels and deſpondency. But it is the very 
eſſence of thoſe exalted conceptions of the 
deity, which religion inſpires, to do away 
every ſuch fear. The Lord reigneth, let the 


_ earth rejoice. Even the wrath of man hall 


praiſe him, and the remainder of that wrath 
{hall he reſtrain. The various events of life 
are rot at the diſpoſal of mortals, whoſe views 
are confined to a narrow ſpace, and whoſe 
judgements are frail and imperfect, but the 
Lord God Omnipotent, infinitely wiſe, kind 
and Sood. winner in his Own world, and 
doeth, 
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doeth unto the children of men according to 
the counſels of his unerring wiſdom. It is 
not the proper tendency of this conſideration 
to lull us into inactivity, but by diveſting us 
of all unneceſſary cares and anxieties about 
ſacceſs and diſappointment, which, in reality, 
are none of our concern, to tranquillize our 
paſſions. And what a glorious happineſs will 
it be to good men, after having been ac- 
_ cultomed to compoſe their minds upon the 
darkeſt aſpects of human affairs, with ſuch 
reflections as theſe, when they enter into 
another ſtate of being, to fee the whole plan 
laid open before them, and find that their 
truſt in divine goodneſs has not been in vain, 
but that the event and conſummation have 
fully juſtified their expectation. At the ſame 
time the confideration here intended is equal- 
ly applicable to caſes of perſonal reſentment. 
J ſpeak not now of thoſe inſtances, which 
were either trivial in their origin, or the ef- 
fects of a haſty ſpirit. Under circumſtances 
of real and unprovoked aggreſſion, where in- 
ſult has been added to injury, and malice has 
inflamed what paſſion begun, the ſentiment 
of an over. ruling Providence vill diſpoſe the 
mind to tranquillity and forgiveneſs. The 
worſt of men cannot hurt us farther than God 
permits them. They are not independent of 
his power, but though they know it not, they 
are agents under his controul. We may reſt 
aſſured that in proportion to their malice and 
their guilt, will be their puniſhment, and 

their 


is only the ſpirit and temper of Jeſus that can 
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their miſery. Upon one ſerious reflection of 


this kind; our anger againſt them is diſarm-, 


ed, and reſentment melts away into compaſ- 
bom. In the great ſyſtem of the univerſe, a 


ſphere of duty is allotted to each of us. 


Peaceableneſs, forgiveneſs and brotherly love 


form a moſt effential part of it. Whilſt we 
follow the leadings of divine Providence .in 
this path, we are ſafe and protected. All 


things ſhall be well with them that love God, 
and even the injuries of wicked men, the 
malice of our enemies, and the viciſlitudes of . 
ue ſhall work together for good. 


Study, therefore, my brethren, his things 
which make for peace, and things wherewith 


one may edify another. The world in which 


we live is only one ſtage of our being. We 
profeſs ourſelves candidates for another and 


an eternal exiſtence. In this ſtate of trial and 


diſcipline, a good providence is affording us 
opportunities to curb our unruly paſſions by 
experience, and to ſubdue them by religion. 


But in that purer world of light and peace, 
nothing ſhall enter that defileth. How can _ 
we look for mercy and forziveneſs, if our 


own hearts are deſtitute of both ! According 
to our characters here, will be our conditions 
hereafter. Uſeleſs and inſignificant will be 
the pride of party opinions and names, when 


theſe frail bodies ſhall moulder into duſt, and 
vain will be all the triumphs of revenge. It 
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kar us at the right hand of his power. Put 
on therefore as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, hum- 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering, 
lorbcaring one another, and forgiving one 

other, if any. man have a quarrel againſt 
any, even as. Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do 
ye. And above all theſe things put on cha- 
rity, which is the bond of perfectneſs. And 
= the peace of God rule in Pour hearts. 


THE END. 
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